
Analyzing Speeches for Rhetorical 
Devices Lesson

Overview

This lesson guides students through 
the process of reading one of RFKs 
speeches, focusing on his use of 

rhetorical devices to deliver a 
compelling message that is persuasive and inspirational.

Lesson grade level:  

7-12

Essential questions: 

• How can language persuade?   
• What are rhetorical devices and what impact do rhetorical 

devices have? 

Learning Objectives: 

After this lesson, students will be able to:
• Identify rhetorical devices in an RFKs. 
• Evaluate the impact and effectiveness of various rhetorical 

devices 

Common Core Standards
Anchor Standards for Reading
Craft and Structure:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.4
Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/4/


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.5
Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole.

Handouts/Materials/Links:

Rhetorical Devices Handout

Lesson Design 

• Set the stage for this lesson by sharing the essential questions 
with students and explaining that they will be reading the 
speech or excerpt with a focus on answering and discussing 
these questions.     

• Review with students various types of rhetorical devices using 
the Rhetorical Devices Handout.  

• Explain to students that they will read while listening to the 
speech twice.  The first time they will only listen and read. 
 The second time, they will annotate the text for rhetorical 
devices.    

• Play the speech or read it aloud for the first read. 
• Remind students that for the second read, they are annotating 

the text for rhetorical devices.  You might consider modeling 
how to annotate the first section of the excerpt for students.   

• Group students with peers to read through the speech a third 
time, adding to their annotations of rhetorical devices. 

• After the third read, provide students with additional time to 
collect their thinking about the essential questions before 
sharing with a group. 

• Group students with peers to discuss the essential questions as 
they relate to the speech. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/5/


 

Additional Resources: 

Alliteration repetition of the initial 
consonant sound within 
close proximity

Allusions a reference to a historical or 
literary person, event or 
object’

Amplification repeating a word or phrase, 
while adding more detail to it 
for emphasis

Anadiplosis Repetition of the last word of 
one clause at the beginning 
of the next clause

Anaphora regular repetition of the same 
word or phrase at the start of 
successive phrases or 
clauses.

Anecdote a brief story to illustrate a 
point

Antistrophe Repetition of the same word 
or phrase at the end of 
successive clauses

Asyndeton omomitting conjunctions 
between words, phrases and 
clauses having a vehement 
effect



Chiasmus re reversal of parallel clauses

Connotation what is implied be a word - 
the feelings that a word 
evokes

Contradiction a direct opposition between 
things

Denotation dictionary definition of a word

Expletive
aa single word or short phrase 
interjected in a sentence 
intended to emphasize 
surrounding words.

 

Hyperbole an exaggeration for effect 

Hypophora raising one or more 
questions then answering 
them

Imagery use of figurative language 
that appeals to the senses.

Imperative 
Voice

expresses commands or 
requests - the implied subject 
is ‘you’.

Metaphor A figurative use of words that 
makes an implied 
comparison

Parallelism use of words, phrases or 
clauses in a sentence that 
are grammatically the same, 
or similar in their 
construction, sound and 
meter, adding balance, 
rhythm and clarity



 

- 
 

personification giving a non-human object or 
an abstraction human 
qualities

Polysyndeton Repetition of conjunctions 
(and, or nor, but) in a series 
of words, phrases or clauses

Rhetorical 
Questions 

Question posed but left 
unanswered.  Used for effect 
and emphasis

Simile An explicit comparison of two 
things using like or as


