
 

RHETORICAL DEVICES highlighted in 
this speech: hypophora, parallelism, 
anaphora, alliteration, amplification 

Rural Poverty Hearings: Washington, 
D.C., Mississippi, and Kentucky
March, April and July 1967, February 
1968

Why is the most outwardly successful 
nation in the world so troubled in spirit, so rent by division, so seemingly 
purposeless and adrift?

First, in this richest of nations, we have allowed the perpetuation of 
poverty and degradation which can only be described as outrageous.  In the 
ghettos of the great cities are hundreds of thousands of men without work… 

But there are others from whom we avert our sight.  Some of them are in 
the hills and hollows of [the] Appalachians.  That is proud land and these are 
proud men, who have rallied to the nation’s flag at every hour of danger.  But the 
deep mines are closing, and the jobs have gone, leaving men without work, 
many of the crippled by the accidents and disease that lurk “down in the mines,” 
their land a ruin of strip mines and stinking creeks.  Their children are ravaged by 
worms and intestinal parasites.  They eat bread and gravy and sometimes 
beans; and as one of them says, when another child is born “we just add a little 
water to the gravy.”

They work, when they can, on government projects: projects so meager 
that there are often no tools to work with -- nothing to help them build roads 
through the mountains but a forked sapling branch like that the first men may 
have used to till the soil five hundred centuries ago.

And there are others: on the back roads of Mississippi , where thousands 
of children slowly starve their lives away, their minds damaged beyond repair by 
the age of four or five; in the camps of the migrant workers, a half million nomads 
virtually unprotected by collective bargaining or social security, minimum wage or 
workmen’s compensation, exposed to the caprice of fate and the cruelty of their 
fellow men alike; and on Indian reservations where the unemployment rate is 80 
percent , and where suicide is not a philosopher's question, but the leading cause 
of death among young people.  

Only a minority are poor.  But poverty affects us all...the facts of poverty 
and injustice penetrate to every corner, every suburb and every farm in the 
nation.  Their existence is the message of every evening news broadcast, 
crippling our satisfaction in our ownership of one, or two, or three, of America’s 
seventy million television sets…

Our ideal of America is a nation in which justice is done; and therefore, the 
continued existence of injustice -- of unnecessary, inexcusable poverty in this 
most favored of nations -- this knowledge erodes our ideal of America, our basic 



sense of who and what we are.  It is, in the deepest sense of the word, 
demoralizing -- to all of us.    

Alliteration repetition of the initial 
consonant sound within close 
proximity

Allusions a reference to a historical or 
literary person, event or object’

Amplification repeating a word or phrase, 
while adding more detail to it 
for emphasis

Anadiplosis Repetition of the last word of 
one clause at the beginning of 
the next clause

Anaphora regular repetition of the same 
word or phrase at the start of 
successive phrases or clauses.

Anecdote a brief story to illustrate a point

Antistrophe Repetition of the same word or 
phrase at the end of 
successive clauses

Asyndeton omomitting conjunctions between 
words, phrases and clauses 
having a vehement effect

Chiasmus re reversal of parallel clauses

Connotation what is implied be a word - the 
feelings that a word evokes



Contradiction a direct opposition between 
things

Denotation dictionary definition of a word

Expletive
aa single word or short phrase 
interjected in a sentence 
intended to emphasize 
surrounding words.

 

Hyperbole an exaggeration for effect 

Hypophora raising one or more questions 
then answering them

Imagery use of figurative language that 
appeals to the senses.

Imperative 
Voice

expresses commands or 
requests - the implied subject 
is ‘you’.

Metaphor A figurative use of words that 
makes an implied comparison

Parallelism use of words, phrases or 
clauses in a sentence that are 
grammatically the same, or 
similar in their construction, 
sound and meter, adding 
balance, rhythm and clarity

personification giving a non-human object or 
an abstraction human qualities

Polysyndeton Repetition of conjunctions 
(and, or nor, but) in a series of 
words, phrases or clauses

Repetition



 

Rhetorical 
Questions 

Question posed but left 
unanswered.  Used for effect 
and emphasis

Simile An explicit comparison of two 
things using like or as


